) 


UN 


\/ 


NUMBER XII. 
To be continued every SaturpDay. Price Two-pence Haljpenny. 


This fellow’s of exceeding honefty, 
And knows all qualities, with a learned fpirit 
Of human dealings. SHAKESPEAR. 


SATURDAY, Auguft 14th. 


% S my good friend the North Briton has taken 
b fome pains to fettle arrears with me in his laft 
paper but one, he will give me leave, in my 
turn, to except againft fome articles of the ac- 
yy count; and as I am overpaid, return the bal- 
! Jance, tho’ not in his own coin. I will neither 

call him knave, nor fool, nor dunce, nor de- 

clare that his writings are equally replete with 
nonfenfe and fcurrility: for whatever energy thefe epithets and 
cenfures may have, I take it for granted, thatthe public will not 
implicitly acquiefce in the characters we may beftow upon each 
other; but affert the privilege of judging for itfelf. All that I 
fhall fay of the compliments with which I am {fo liberally indul- 
ged is, that the North Briton, like the lion, feems to have lafhed 
himielf into a rage with his own tail ; and this is the only circum- 
‘tance in which I fhall pretend to compare him to that generous 
favage. In the delicacy of his utterance, he refembles another 
jong-ear’d animal that fhall be namelefs. Tho’ 1 decline all con- 
teft with him in refpect to the literary merit of our lucubrations, I 
find it a duty incumbent upon me to wipe off the afperfion of 
having promulgated falfhood, in order to deck with borrowed 

lumes, the reputation of the prefent miniftry. He fays I have 
tilched from Mr. P—tt, the honour of having planned the expe- 
dition 
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dition to Martinique: he proceeds to demonftrate, that the faid 
expedition was concerted, before the refignation of that minifter: 
then, by way of inference, reviles the Briton as a venal proftitute 
for af{cribing the plan to the new miniftry ; and affirms, that all 
the merit the prefent ad—n can claim from the fuccefs of the ar- 
mament, is their having fuffered it to be carried into execution, 
Now, this is precifely what the Briton contended for; and there- 
fore this precious politician has done no more, than combated a 
fhadow of his own making. 

Ir the fucceflor of Mr. P—tt had been the fearful, vacilating, 
or wrong-headed minifter he has been reprefented by the North 
Briton and his honeft confederates, he might have fufpended the 
execution of the {cheme upon various pretenccs: he might have 
‘detained the armament a whole feafon without any pretence at all, 
as his predeceffor acted the preceding year. He might, in lieu 
of General Monckton, have fubftituted another commander, 
without fkill to underftand the nature of the fervice, -without 
fpiritto feize the advantages which his {trength and opportunities 
afforded, who would have made an ineffeCtual landing, and, with- 
out the leaft fhew of oppofition, given up the project in defpair, 
at the very time when the principal inhabitants were aflembled to 
treat of a furrender. He might, in imitation of the illuftrious 


penfioner, have changed the object, and fent that powerful ar- 
mament againft fome barren rock without confequence, where the 


blood and treafure of his country would have been wantonly fa- 


crificed without any profpect of advantage; or he might have 


watted it in petty excurfions along the coaft of France, in break~- 
ing glafs-windows, and alarming fifhermen, under the direction 
of great officers who, at the approach of the enemy, would have 
wilely declined a battle, without having taken any precautions for 
aretreat, and left the whole rear of his army to be cut in pieces, 
or carried into captivity. 

I am alfo accufed of having falfely and traiteroufly alledged, that 
the plan of carrying on the war in America was ever efpoufed in 
this, or any former difpute, previous to the reign of W— IV, 
And here I cannot but admire the extenfive knowledge and egre- 
gious modefty of my fage antagonift. Is it poflible he can be fo 
ignorant, as not to know, that ever fince the Revolution, and even 
before that period, the continent and iflands of America have 
been always confidered as the moft tender parts in which both 
France and Spain can be affected ? Did he never hear of two fuc- 
ceflive, tho’ unfuccefsful expeditions to Quebec, in the reigns of 


King William HI. and Queen Anne? Does not he remember the 


powerful armament equipped in the laft war, and fent to the 
Wett Indies under the command of Admiral Vernon? An arma- 
ment fufficient, if properly managed, to have fubdued all the 
fettlements of Spain in that part of the world? Has he forgot that 
our colonics in North America, raifed of themfelves a body of 
troops, which actually conguered the important ifland of Cape 

Breton, 
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Breton, and took the ftrong town of Louifbourg by a regular 
fiege: that they had planned the reduction of Quebec, and raif- 
ed companies for that purpofe, which were to be reinforced by an 
-armament from Eneland, which tho’ really embarked at a very 
great expence to the nation, never proceeded on the voyage, but 
was, by the weaknefs of the reigning miniftry, the remnant of 
which the North Briton has very lately extolled, perverted to a 
moftt ridiculous purpofe? 

Ir hisintelligence, or his memory does not reach fo far back, 
he could not but know, that in the beginning of the prefent war, 
America was chofen as the chief fcene of action, previous to Mr. 
P—tt’s adminittration ; that a confiderable body of regular troops 
‘was fent thither under the command of Mr. Braddock, whofe 
misfortune did not at all detract from the merit of the defign, 
which even at that time extended to the conqueft of Cape Bre- 
ton, and all Canada. With what face then, can this author affert 
that no effeCtual fteps were taken for profecuting hoftilities in A- 
merica, either in the laft or prefent war, before the ad—n of his 
boafted patron ? What a degree of affurance and intrepidity muft 
he poffefs, in openly charging me with rancour and falfehood, 
for having affirmed that there was no penetration required in 
adopting a plan which could not have been overlooked with any 
pretenfions to common fagacity? But, indeed, I ought not to be 
{urprifed at this inftance of effrontery in a writer, who, rolled in 
all the infamy of fcandal, raked together by forgery and malice, 
in order to defile the character of his P—ce and his family, fteps 
forth, and audacioufly retorts the charge of calumny and abufe, 
upon thofe whofe fole endeavour has been to vindicate that inno- 
cence which he had fo foully afperfed, to detect his iniquity, and 
refute his flander. 

Arter having difcharged his virulence againft the Briton, he 
makes a tranfition to a fubjet, upon which both he and his proto- 
type the Monitor expatiate with peculiar felf-complacency, as a 
frefh fource of detraGtion ; I mean the late expedition of the French 
to Newfoundland, where it feems they have done fome damage 
to the fifhery of Great Britain. Whatever the enemies fuccefs in 
this attempt may have been, I queftion whether there is one na- 
tive of France, to whom it gives fuch exquifite pleafure, as it has 
afforded to the political ftandal-mongers of London and Weftmin- 
iter. They have been for fome time hovering and croaking like 
birds of ill omen, in hope and expeétation of a national calami- 
ty; and now Providence has gratified their fpleen, by permitting 
a difaiter to befall their country. The French have ftoln out of 
their own harbour, aad furprifed fome fifhing veflels on the banks 
of Newfoundland, where they are alfo faid to have deftroyed a 
few old wooden ftages, and taken one or two inconfiderable places 
which never were thought tenable, under any adminiftration. 
This is the dreadful calamity upon which the Monitor and North 


Briton have extended their throats, and made as much noife, as if 
the 
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the enemy were in pofleffion of the Tower of London. This, 
they cry, is fuch a misfortune as could not have happened under 
the late adminiftration ; and therefore it is owing to the neglect or 
incapacity of the prefent M—r. Pray heaven, it is not deducible 
from fomething worfe than incapacity! Who knows but the earl 
of B—e has weakened the defence of the place, on purpofe that it 
might fall an eafy prey tothe French fquadron? This is juft fuch 
an inference as might be expected from the honefty and candour 
of thofe writers, who are hackneyed in the moft infamous ways 
of {candal and abufe: but, I believe, they pray much more fer- 
vently that the French may not have already abandoned the im- 
portant conqueft they had, made ; and that they may not be ex- 
pelled from it, until they have more effectually conduced to ex- 
cite the f{pirit of difcontent in the Britith nation. 

Ir would be doing too much honour to the talents of thefe re- 
vilers, to fufpedct they are employed by the French King as in- 
cendiaries, to raife a combuftion in the bowels of their country ; 
but, it cannot be deemed unfair to charge them with having en- 
gaged as volunteers in this honourable fervice. With refpect tothe 
affair of Newfoundland, it may be thought fuperfiuous to obferve, 
that our lofs is in itfelf inconfiderable, when weighed againft the ad - 
vantages we have gained in the courfe of the war: thatthe French 
have, in all probability, by this time quitted the coaft; or if they have 
not, that their whole armament will run the moft imminent rifk 
of falling into the hands of the fquadron appointed to recover the 
places they may have taken: that if the misfortune had been much 
greater, itcould not be imputed to the prefent, more than to the paft 
adminiftration, inafmuch as the faine force which had becn judged 
neceflary by the laft M—r, for the protection of the fifhery on that 
coaft, was continued by his fucceflor without diminution: that 
the fame attempt muft have met with the fame fuccefs, had it 
been made when Mr. P tt {tood at the helm; and therefore, 
the comparifon made by the North Briton upon this fubjeét, is 
founded upon falfehood and abfurdity ; two principles to which he 
has invariably adhered ever fince he made his firft appearance in 

ublic, : 

. Ir muft be owned, however,. that as no honour can poffibly re- 
dound to Mr. P—tt’s ad—n from our fithery’s having been carried 
on without moleftation, becaufe the enemy never attempted to dif- 
turb it; fo neither could it have reflected any difgrace upon his 
conduét, had the French then executed the enterprife which they 
have now atchieved. He mutt be ignorant indeed, wha does not 
know that the Britifh fettlements and pofieflions abroad, are infi- 
nitely too extenfive to be fecured in every part, by any land or 
naval force we can exert: that in the profecution of an active war, 
{mall confiderations mult fometimes give way to objects of great 
iinportance; and that if the defence of Newfoundland had been 
weakened, in order to ftrengthen the armament deltined againtt 
the Spanith fettlements in the Weft Indies, the miniftry would 

have 
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frave been excufable, and even praife-worthy, for ‘hazarding a 
little to gain a great deal: but the truth is, no fach rifk was run; 
no force was recalled from Newfoundland; the fithery was 
guarded by the ufual ‘convoy; nota French man of war was to 
be feen upen the Atlantic; and the harbour of Breft was block- 
ed up by an Englith fquadron. The enemy made a defperate 
pufh. They had the good fortune to give our fquadron the flip. 


Their deftination was uncertain. They fell upon the defence-. 


lefs coaft of Newfoundland. They might have iafuited the great- 
eft part of North America. They might have made a defcent 
upon the ifland of Barbadoes. They might have fcoured the 
‘whole coaft-of Africa, and made themfelves matters: of all the 
Englith fettkements in that part of the world: our forts in Guinea 
‘would make buta poor defence. The Af—n company follicited an 
augmentation of five thoufand pounds per annum to keep them in 
repair: -but this paultry fum, necefiary for the maintenance of 
-caftles, upon which that valuable commerce entirely depends, was 
thought too exorbitant bythe late M—r, at a time when as many 
millions were ‘yearly expended for the interefts of P—a and H—r. 

LET me now appeal to the impartial reader, whether or not Lord 
B—e ftands acquitted of all guilt and mifconduc; whether every 
fact alledged againft him, either as a M—=r or a man, has not 
been fairly proved falfe or frivolous; the fuggeftions of malice 
and perfidy; the vile forgeries of defperate tools, endeavouring ta 
raife dangerous commotions in the commonwealth ? 

As to my own particular, I am content to be abufed with my 
betters. The difcharge of calumny is habitual to the North Bri- 
ton. His mouth no fooner opens, than the foul ftream of fcan- 
dal iffues forth. I would not willingly offer violence to his excef- 
five modefty, by owning how much I ftand in awe of his formi- 
dable pen; how much I envy the honours of his literary reputa- 
tion. Ican however, as a chriftian declare, that I heartily forgive 
his refentment, and even with compafiion hear him exclaiming 
about a penfion—Alas! as Polonius fays, ‘‘ Still harping on my 
‘daughter!’ Hine ille lachryme. A penfion is, to be fure, an 
interefting fubje& to a political adventurer ; and very different me- 
thods have been ufed to obtain fuch a comfortable eftablifhment. 
We have feen fome writers acquire it by flattering weak mini- 
fters, and varnifhing over the practices of corruption. Other fu- 
rious drawcanfirs have extorted it by menacing clamour and vi- 
rulent reproach. I need not mention which of thefe roads toa 

enfion the North Briton has thought fit to purfue ; but time will 
difcover whether the defirable fop will be thrown to this triple- 
headed Cerberus that guards the cave of defamation: yet, he 
will do well to confider, that there is fome {mall difference be- 
tween the paft and prefent times. Former oppofitions were 
founded upon. melancholy truths, which could not be difproved. 
The prefent arifes from palpable falfehoods, which have been 
again 
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again and again detected: former minifters have trembled from a 
fenfe of guilt: the prefent ftands fecure in confcious innocence. 
As tohis wife remark, that ] have dignified the perfons con- 
‘cerned in the Jate rebellion, with the name of infurgents, out of 
tendernefs to the caufe in which they were embarked ; it deferves 
no anfwer: it is a piteous indication of malice and:imbecillity ; of a 
‘piece with his precious comment upon my prefumption ‘in afluming 
the name of Briton; in ufing the fign of my publifher as a head- 
‘piece to my paper, and hazarding the word glorify as an Englifh 
expreffion, Itis impoflible I fhould be angry with fuch an anta- 
gonift, any more than I fhould be at the howling of a chop- 
fallen beagle without teeth or difcernment, that in attempting to 
bite, can only difcharge a naufeous ftream of ineffectual flaver. 
F W itn regard to the matter which thefe my papers contain, I 
| put myfelf on my country, to be fcrutinized with feverity, and 
i judged with candour. I pretend not to infallibility. I may be 
betrayed into {mall miftakes by inadvertency or mifinformation : 
but if it fhall appear, that I have wilfully mifreprefented any fad 
from malice or proftitution; that I have forged the moft incon- 
¢ } fiderable article, or ftrained the fmalleft.circumftance to depreci- 
ie ate virtue, or adorn vice; to traduce any:character, or juftify any 
: adminiftration ; let me find no favour with the public, but be 
.configned to that fcorn and deteftation, which ought to be the 
‘fate of every venal tool, of every bafe calumniaior. 


/ | To be continued. ) 
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